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Dear Friends, 


x Rom the deep ſence of the great Care, Love, Mercy, and 
"ll - 4. Long-ſuffering of God, which he hath exerciſed towards us 
41 | | all, do I at this time write unto you ; defiring the Lord ſo 
to direct my heart, that what is here ſignified may fully and 


effeQually reach every Conſcience and Condition ; that they may 
be as xords in ſeaſon to every State, biting the mark ; and as nails fa- 
le Rened Ly the Maſter of the Aſſembly, in every particular of you, 

7 ' If Chritt loved the young man (as it is recorded in Scripture) be- 

5 cauſe from bis youth upivard he had been towardly, affe&ing the 

2 beſt things, and obſervant of Gods Commands : Then in purſu- 

ance of Chriſts example,ought every one of us,that are hisDiſciples, 

) topity and compaſſionate all thoſe who- have been convinced by 
the Everlaſting Goſpel, of the way to Life and Salvation, (which 

- BW fone of them have been breathing after, ever ſince their young 

, years) and yet now may be hindred, by Satans wiles and devices, 

- from walking in that Way and Path of Peace and Happineſs : Some 
by one ſnare, and others by other Rratagems, which the ſubtile Ad- 
verſary uſeth to beguile the Simple withal, 

Ul Indeed my Heart affets mine Eye in this matter ; and I could ſay 
from my very Soul, O that ſome Arrow out of the Bow of the «Almigh- 
ty might wound and ſlay that Enemy which hath ftopped any in that race 
which once they were running in, to obtain the Crown ! What (hall I ſay 

unto you,or do for. you? For my Bowels yern after } pap myS$pirit 
is 2rieved for you, nightand day, that are hindred ;- that ye ſhould 
come (o near the good Land, as not onely to beho/d :t afar off, but tia 
ny of you ſo near the Borders thereof, ag to taffe the fruit of it, and 

t yet to go back again into the Wilderneſs, among the Biyars and 

- Thorns, what picy is this! | 
Shall ever length of time, multitude of bufineſs, encreaſe of 
worldly. Riches, Offences, Prejudices, Snares, or Temprations, of 
Whatever can be named, be abte to blot 6ut the {iveet remembrance 
of the render Mercies of God unto your Souls,fhewed unto you in 

R the day of your ſore and deep diſtreſs, which I am perſwaded ma» 
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ny of you once felt, and,were in meaſure acquainted withal ? Shall 
any heighth, length, breadth, or depth, be able ſeparate you (the 
have taſted of the good Word of God, and the Powers of the World ty 
com: ) from the ſenſible, perpetual, ſoul-engaging feeling of that 
Love and Mercy ſo freely beſtoived upon you ? Or to ſtop your 
mouths from proclaiming, in the Aſſemblies of his People, what 
he hath done for you, when you vere very low, even like unto &y 
Bones ? O take heed, take heed, leſt your continuance in evil be &. 
counted by the pure and jult God, a defiſing of the riches of bis good. 
neſs, and forbearaxce, and long-ſuſfering ; not kyowing that the goodneſs 
of God leadeth te Repent ance. 

For who can (with Sampſor) return to view the dead Carcaſes of 
the rong Lions, which by the Grace of God they once overcame, 
and that bur while young and green in the Truth, and not be melted 
in ſpirit, and broken as before the Lord, through the ſence of the 
ſweetneſs andfreeneſs of that Love and Goodnelſs that ſo fully gave 
them the ViRtory, through Faith in his Name and Vertue, 

O can you remember thoſe years of: drought and famine (ot ef 
Bread, bat of bearing the Word of the Lord) which paſſed over your 
heads, when the very Heavess were 4s Braſs, and the Earth as Tran, 
and not be aſtoniſhed, that the little black Cloud ſhould appear in 
your day, which muſt ſpread until the face of the whole Heavens 
be covered, and all the Earth be watered thereby ? 

What were ye, or yout Fathers houſe, or any of ns, that when we 
were as the poor Shepherds that kept their flocks by night, that then 
the Day-Star ſhould appear, and _ in owr bearts, and not firſt my- 
nifeRt it ſelf to the Dettors and great Rabbres of the time, that fuft 
from chem might flow the Light of Life ; but that Gods free choice 
in the promiſed Seed might appear, to the ſiling of every Enemy and 
Avenger ? And ſhall any that have been Eye-witnefles of theſe 
things in any meaſure, draw back, or be found wnthankful to him, 
that found them out, and ordained Rrength for them, when othet- 
wiſe the Devourer had at that time deſtroyed them? 

But left I ſhould ſeem to any to be like thoſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 
thatſaid, Be cloathed, fed, and warmed, but neither gave them Cloathi, 
Food, nor Futl, to relitve and ſuccour them, 1 ſhall deſcend intoput- 
ticulars, for the clearing the Truth, for the relief ant becter infot- 
mation of all thoſe principally concerned in this Teſtimony, and for 
the keeping my own Soul free from the Blood of af men *: And beat 
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with me, if 1 uſe plainneſs, and lc mo man acconnt me bus Enemy, be« 
havſe 1 toll bens the Truth. 
- Ir wagthe praftiſe of the Prophets and Apoſtles, in their time and 
,to remember the People of the Wonders, e Mercies nd Deliveran- 
tes that the Lord had given to them, and to their Fathers, as may be 
ſeen by Neber:.ab, David, and others,and by the Martyr Stephen, and 
the Apoltle Pax; both of Gods dealing with theay, and wich their 
Enthers; and hoy the Truth grew and proſpered, and who were the 
Enemies of it, and hoiv the Lord upheld his Witneſſes, and ſcattered 
his Adverſaries : And alſoby what Way and method thoſe were 16- 
claimed and reduced that had backſliden and fallen from their Red- 
flineſs, andfrom the Goſpel-Order, As in general may be ſeen by 
the Prophets carriages and Meſſages to backſliding /ſrael, And in 
ticular, Samnecl towards Sani,and Nathan to David, and others al- 
/tecorded tn Scripture, In like manner I finde it recorded in the 
New Teftament, that it was the Apoliles practice to reftore from mi- 
ſtakes ancirregularities, by bringing them concerned to the beginning, 


2s in the caſe of Divorce by Moſes, for the hardneſs of Peoples heartsz 4 


But it was not ſo in the beginmng,as itis(:id. And alſo to xeGifie mi- 
Aakes, and confirm due ſubjection in Marriage-Rate, the Apoſtle in- 
Ranteth in Gods giviny the Woman tothe Man; or that eAdam' was 
firlÞ formed, and thin Eve ; and allo how Sarab called Abraham Lord, 
And likewiſe in the abuſe of their Love-feaſts, or breaking Bread, 
Paul brings them to the beginning, or Chrifts practiſe of it at firſt, ſay- 
mg, In the ſme mght he was betrayed, he took Bread, &c. Azifto bring 
ww ant miſtakes to the firſt,” were to ſee their laſt, 
th Hike"manner let-meminde you a little of the Appeazance and 
Piblication of Truth again, 4s in the beginmng, and of its progreſs un- 
to this day : Not at large in all particulars, left I ſhonld ſwell the 
Vohumn beyond my intention ; bur,1s in a Map,to bring the ſubltance 
re-69 tothe oecahon ro:the Readers vie.in as ſmall a compals as 
tin, With ffeedow andiclearneſy, ving La 
After the Tons vrievedyretired; folitaty-fiate of: the'Chyzchin the 
Idermeſs, ic pleaſed Godin bis appointed time; t9 cauſe a Voice 
t6 be heard, crying, Make traight the wayof rhe Lord: - Al fleſh ha» 
Figs corrupted therr way, and rheir Guides being blind, there Vas 10 
Fpethitexer People could ind their Refling Places which they fd 
Ras forgotten : Their Phyſicians being of no warth;or walue, 'Work» 


i 8 10 perfe& care upon apy of their Soul-hck-Patients, | pouring 
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Brine 


ov” (4) 
E Brine inſtead of Oyl into their Wounds, and giving bitter Gall and 
Vinegar to dying men, inſtead of reviving Cordials ; miltaking bg 
the Diſeaſe, its ſeat, and way of cure : Applying Words and Pro. 
miſes to the Memory and Underſtanding Natural, 3s if the Malady 
had been in the Head, for want of Knowledge in the Brain, Whenag 
the People, Mephibeſhrth-like, were all diſca%ed in their Feet, not look. 
ing as they ſhould unto their walking, to maky ſtraight paths for their 
Feet; andthe Law of God to be a Light unto their Feet, and a Lanthory 
. to their Paths, 
 - Now the Word of the Lord wag precious in thoſe days,for there way 
no open Viſion, And'the Voice which at firſt was heard in the Wil. 
derneſs, crying, Prepare the Way of the Lord, came afrerward to be 
" heard upon the Mount, out of the moFt excellent Glory, confirming hig 
appearance, ſaying, Thi &s my Beloved Son in whom 1 am well-pleaſed, 
So mighty was the Word of God, that it gre'v, and proſpered, cutting 
doivn hateverſtood in its Way; the ſtrong Oaky as well a8 the tal Ce 
dars; levelling alſo many high Mountains wwb the low Valleys; and' 
it yas ſo quick and powerful, that it diſcerned between the thoughts and 
ratents of the Heart, and divided between the Fleſh and Spirit, Shell and 
Kernell, Form and Power, painted Fez.abel and the true Spouſe, & between 
the Marrow, and the Bone that caſed is : Diſcovering to all men their 
thoughts that it met withal ; making all Fleſhto tremble in its pro- 
greſs : Whence in ſcorn came the Name QUAKER, to be given to 
thoſe that came under its Power, 

How: it abaſed Self, and made it of no repwtation, and how.it made 
the Croſs tobe induted, and taken up dayly unto all exceſs and ſupers 
Aliiries, whether in'Meats or Drinks, Apparel, or Honours and Dig- 
nities beloy ; in whatſoever they faſhioned themſelves to this #orld 
and its glory, that was not of the Father, and to follow onely thoſe 
things that made for Peact, and whatſorver was of good Report /; reforms 
ing-chem throughout, in Body, Sol, and Spirit, 2s well-as outward, in 

eſtures, and poſtures, and /anguagr, and behaviour, diverſe from all 
People, whict made them become #«-gazyng-ſtock, tg Men and Angels, 
and to be hated of their own Mothers Son, and near Relations : Yet 
through their 1aking wp the Croſs dayly to thoſe things, they deſpiſed che 
ſhame that came/ upon them fromthe wicked World therefore. The 
truth of all cheſethiogs: is known to them thac vere Eye-witneſſes 
from the beginning. $4 HT: 19eprobg 
Hom it made many to burs their Books of. great value (ag it was in the 
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files days) and their PiQurer, Laces, and other needleſs Attires 
ad Swperflmitres, with which many (that the Word of Eternal Life 
met withal io its circuit aod prog:e(s) were then adorned after the 
faſhion of this World, And bow by its. Authority it ſpoiled the 
Image and Pomp of this preſent World, inſonitch that the very Yi. 
ſage of many was ſo marred, that they became a wonder to their former 

timates and Acquaintance ; laying low all ſorts of People, bring- 
beer the honourable of the Earth in that day to deny thei Titles 
Attendants ; ſome from the Judgement-Seat, and others from 


| their great gains in their needleſs Traffiques ; making many Valiant 


Men of War tae put up their Swords, and become Men of Peace, and to 
karn War no more. 

* But what ſhall I ſay of the Wiſe and Learned, and Men of all Pro- 
feſions, Religions, and Opinions, that were gathered from all quar- 
ters of the Land, as it took them in its progreſs, and honourable 
Women of all perſvaſions,not a feiv ? Making ſow to leave their Nets, © 
adethers the receipt of Cuſtome, to become Followers of Truth, though: 
pot to diſdain their lawful Callings, but to return to them again, a8 
Pax! did to his Tent-making, and others to their Nets, upon occahon, 
wan antient Father once ſaid : But we never read (ſaid he) thet 
theſe who were called from the Receipr of C uſtom, returned thither any 
were: Obſerving thence, That ſome Callings once laid down, ought 
never to be taken up again, | 

"What unwearied pains the Truth made many to take, to run to and 
io, .to inform and fore-warn their Relations and Acquaintance, Rt 
they ſhould neg/ett the day of their Viſitation, and they knowing the 
Truth, ſhould. become guilty of their Blood, becauſe they had 'not 
fore-warned them, is known to many Witnefſes, And alſo how ma- 
by, like David's Worthies, brake through an Hoſt and Camp of dan« 
gers, to bring the Water of Life to the thirſty Souls, and what blows 
and br ſes; lrmpriſonments and Sufferings they met withall in their paſe 
fages, there was ſcarceinthat day ſuch a ranger in /ſreel, but knew 
Itright well. And will it not be charged by the Loxd that ſent them, 
18 great ingratitude in thoſe that recerved of their Water, but now have 

gotten it, ſo 4s evilly ro requite thems for their good ? 
: How tender were the hearts of thoſe made in that day,which recei- 
Yedthe #ord of life > And what was too deat for them to part withal, 
ſox the advancement of Truth, andits Teſtimony ? Nay, what Zeal ? 
wat.care to preſerve thoſe theri begotten, leſt they ſhould be ang 
ahde 
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fide by the Enemy ? If bit an evil zepott was occafioned t 
30y indiſcretion, what pains was-taken to flap it ? Or if any nakedaþ 
appeared in any, What love and pity was uſed to cover #, leſt the Wor 
ſhould know it, and blaſpkeme the pnre pure Name of God thereby, 
and the perſon periſh in the ſnare of the Devil, for want of a link 
Balm and reftorivg Medicine ? I need not mention (except to pig 
voke thoſe that are in a declenkon in theſe things) the love that & 
bounded, & the delight that the Sheep of Gods Paſture took, ia being 
often together, thei Heerts cleaving to each other, hike the Sow o 
Jonathan and David ; many hours ſeeming but a ſhort time, and ofig 
meeting together, although through great bardhips and difhicultirg 
appeared as nothing, in compariſon of the gteat Joy and Comfort they 
found incoming together. to meet With the Lord,end to feel the glayd 
bis preſence amongſt ther, 

All which is known, and much more, unto thoſe that were Eye ad 
Heart-Witneſſes from the beginving. Let me minde you alſo of the 
great cartand circumſpeRion that every ſound Heart had at thatdy, 
of Whiſpering, or Back-biting «ny, or of letting in any hard or 
wadictal thoughts or jealouhes, conceming any.that were in the 
meaſure in the Truth, but much more touching the leaſt of thoſe that 
had the Meſſage of glad Tidings to deliver from the great God, what 
care was to approve themſelves in all things, left the Goſpel ſhould 
be blamed, either through Life or Dorine. And how few and ſaws 
+7 the words of all convinced were, that had their bearts ſeaſoned with'th 
Grace of God, to the edification of :all'that converſed with them; 
ing watchful left their hearts ſhould be ſown with mingled Seed; /& 
that they ſhould mx ſp;rits with the World; being principally carefil 
that therr bearts might not be over-charged with the cares of this Laſts 
Not at all aff:Qing great things for themſelves, nor to get a Naniein 
the Earch, but to ſtand approved in Gods fight,which they valued ie 
yondthe Judgement ofthe Wiſe and ofthe Honourable ia'the ant 
or of any; of the Sons of Men, -15 alſo.fully known to them that wen 
converted in the beginning. « | 

What.the Teſtimony it ielf was in the beginning, as to-'Do&rin 
and 2ood Manners, I need not mention in particular, becauſe itt 
alſo known and teft ified unto | y many Witneſſes, as it wasin the beginnay: 
As allo its-form and dreſs in which tt fuſt appeared upon the 
this Wozld,; Qvely let me remember you of its diſguiſed habic, thi 


none of the worldly'wiſe could know 1t, or receive itimaeality. 
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Howe did it anatomize and difſe& men in their inward parts, where« 
they came to ſee and underſtand the myſtery of Iniquity in all its 
workings, linzaments, and dependencies, with the Mar of Sin; his 
Seat, and Government 1n them, above all that us called God ; md how he 
Ras worſhipped as God ; which was the cauſe why thoſe who thus learn- 
dof Chritt, ' appeared ſo rough and ſharp againſt Hypocrifie in all 
Frofeffions, of what Form or Opinion ſoever they were, from a true 
ertain fight and knowledge that they had of the States and Conditi- 
xs of all people in their ſeveral Wayes and Worthips, diſcerni 
the inſides of others, by the true experimental knowledge they bad 
of themſelves ; from whence, as truely learned, and like Shi/fml! Phy- 
ſians,they came to wnderſtard both the Diſeaſes and Cauſe of thew,and 
alſo the right way of Cure for themy.; and duift not dawh with wnrem- 
4 mortar, as the unskilful Bifffders had done before them, nor 
heal the ſeveral Hurts and Diſeaſes of People flightly, but firſt removed 
the Cauſe, and then the Effet ceaſed, And thus the Lord blefſed 
the Truth, and proſpered it from the beginning, in the hearts and 
hands of thoſe who continued faithful Witneſles of it, and to it; As 
jrmas in the beginning, blefſed be his holy Name for ever. Amen. 
© "Bur the way of Cure being ſo ſharp and tertible to all fleſh, many 
that afſenced to the skill of the Phyſtiars, and were convinced of the 
Truth ; after they had rafted a little of Judgement, as the ſharp Me- 
dicine to eat through all the deadneſs and darkneſs within them, all the 
paſſages of Life being dammed up,and the Power working firongly to 
ſkmove all thoſe ObttruRtions ; many eſcaped and fled the Fudgement, 
hot deing able to indure the mightineſs of ics Operation, and there= 
fore never came through the work of Regeneration, but got looſe after 
adeadly Wound,and ſo became onely formal for a time ; and ſuch, 
though they might come out with us in the beginning, yet went 
way, fore to the Earth, others to their old Comrſer, according to the 
Proverb, having opportunity of returning, they rerwrned again with 
the Dog to bis Vomit ; which manifeſts they did not Rand by Faith, 
not were born of the Immortal Seed, 

Theſe, like the Star Joh» ſpeaks of in the Revelations, fell from Hea- 
wn tothe Earth, and then became chief Faftors for the evil One, be« 
ing intruſted with the Keys of the buttomleſs Pit, and had power to 
burt all but the green thing, (for the time ſuffered, which will not be 

beyond thoſe that never attained to a Rate higher then the 


Fuk, and ſuch Revolters are Profound to make flanghrer, And _ 
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lice unto Gebazie coveting after thoſe things, which that Maſter oe 
fuſed, whom they pretended ro ſerve, But they have been, and (hay 
be alſo requited with like Plague and Puniſhment, for che Leproje 
Nahaman came upon Gehazie, Let him read that can underitand, 
Now Friends, it is in my beait (as God ſhall inable me) ſomewhy 
to let you underſtand the cunning workings of the Enemy, in oppoli. 
tion tothe Truth, and to betray the fimple : to this end, that 
who have bzen beguiled by him, may be.delivered our of his (nar 
and others prevented by their Example, that the Truch may prevg 
inand over all. | 
The conteſts about Religion hitherto,have not been ſo much about 
the tryal of Spirits, as between Opinion and Opinion, and between 
Interpretation and Interpretationggt baly Sctipture, And yet it hath 
been the complaint of all des, that they have not had fait dealin 
\from the adverſe party,eſpecially from thoſe that have had the Sword, 
and outward power on theit fide ; becauſe like the Jews againſt Ste. 
phen, when Arguments have been wauting, they bave preſently ran ts 
the heap of ſtones ; and like dealings the Innocent have met withalin 
this Age. Whenas in Religious Matters men ought to be canquet. 
.ed or hlenced ; as the Stars in brightneſs do exceed each other, and 
the Darkneſs alſo, and the Moon them all ; and as the Sun doth both 
the Moon and Stars,by a Tranſcendent and out-ſhining Glory, which 
rather naturally ſ(walloweth them up, or comprehends them, they 
forceth them, 'as the vaſt Ocean doth the little Brooks and land-Ris 
vers, or according to Scripture Phraſe, as mortality us ſwallowed wil 
. Life; apd in-this ſence ought every leſſer m2aſure to be ſubject to the 
-greater, and ſo it is not hurt by, but bleſſed of the greater, as itis 
w.itten, The leſſer is bleſſed of the greater. And not as Beaſts do each 
-other by force and maſterſhip, as ic is written, Man being 1 honum 
.abideth not, but becometh like the Beaſt that periſheth ; and what the 
Maſter Beaſts. carriage is to all.the reſt, experience ſheweth, Fa 
Chriſt gently leads, but not forcubly drives his Lambs into the Fold ef 
ReRt. 
' - But now as the conteſt comes cloſer between Spiric and Spirit, it 
muſt-needs be hotter, becauſe the Relation is nearer ; and differences 
between near Relations -(if one fide doth not bear) are more diſquiet- 
3ri2 then hetxeen Neighbours, aad worſe between Neighbours hen 
Strangers, z for nov the Enemy (as it were) hathall at Rake at once, 
knowing bis-timme is but ſhort, and therefore rageth the more ; = W 
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* Rattsl muſt needs bz ſharp,: becauſe he is caſt out of many already, 
© (bleſſed be the oe) and .mult be caſt out of more daily ; becauſe 
that, Everlaſting Goſpel 15 Preached again, and muſt be ro al Natians, 
for a gn of his DettruRion, bur theus Recovery and Salvation ;. that 

# Sin bath reigned unto Death and Darkyeſs, ſo Righteouſneſs might 
regnto Li ghe and Life, until the knowledge of the Lord cover the Earth, 
4s blindnels and ignorance hath done, and & the Waters cover the Sea, 
- So that. now the great buſineſs is for every -one convinced of Gods 
weclaſting Truthgta examine themſelves with the Light of Feſma Chriſt, 
that they may know what Spirit they ere of, and not to conclude they 
- we alt born of that right Spirit, becauſe they once were in meaſure 
_ puided by it, 'ox becauſe they have it at preſent convincing of them, 
ſtiving ich themyto gain obedience from them in all things,unts 
itſelf; and therefore to father all Aftions and Motions upon it, as 
the Author of them ; is not onely an bainous offence againſt God,but 
Lngragal'y hazardous to that Soul which ſo preſumes. 

+ "Therefore I (hall in ſhort ſpeak ſomething concerning/the pure ho- 
ly fanAifying Spirit of God, that every one may underſtand what 
wo they are of,as the Apoſtle did in order to the recovery of thoſe 

ich were. drawn aſide among the Galatbians bringing them to the 
beginning, ſaying, Ye began well, ye began in the Spirit ; and alſo mind» 
Ing them of the Fruits of 1t,vhich whule they abode in it they knew ; 
 Andalſo the fruits of the Fleſh, which alſo they wight know to a+» 
bound in them ſo ſocn as ever they had departed from the Spirit; and 
dbubrleſs he inſtances in ſuch particular fruits of the Spitit, as moſt 
abound.in thoſe who abide in it, toward thoſe which have departed 
from it,as the moſt effetual means to reclaim them ; and on'the con< 
tray the like may be ſaid of the particular fruics of the Fleſh which 
he inſtanceth in, elſe he ſpake but in general, and ſo anſwered not 
the particular occaſion, as moſt proper to obtain his Travel, which 
was their recovery ; the particular Fruits of the Spirit he inftanceth 
in, are Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gemleneſs, Goodneſs, Fanh, 
Metheſs, Temperance, aeain ſuch there 1s no Law, 
Now the contrary to thete mult needs proceed from the Fle(h,other. 
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i wiſe they could not try themſelves according to his advice.. In like 
-* manner do I exhort all ro come to the Light and Spirit of Chriſt within 
0 Y them, to (hey unto them theic miſcarriages, and whether- they hold 
b the Truth as it was in the beginning ; for envy, ſrife, bitterneſs, frerce- 
n ws, wrath, watching for evil, deſpsſing of thoſe that are goed, and ſuch 
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as art impyloyed bythe Lord to feed his Lamis, and to Preach the tverlaf. 


hs in the way of the weak,; or to cauſe the way of Truth to bt evil 
ken of , becauſe of the miſcarriages of ſome ; Theſe and the like Gdoubr 
teſs) are Evils that the Lord vill not ſuffer to go unpuniſhed, and 
are for Judgement, and muſt be repented of by all that are guilty of 
them, | 

Avain,let none that are guilty think to wipe their months, and (ay, 
Theſe things concern not me;wel,to the witneſs in thee thou art brought, 
from'wheace there is no appeal; for if that condemn thee ,God is greater, 
I am now in all faichfulneſs indeavouring thy recovery, and it I,may 


og Boe freely, as they have freely received it ; or to lay rw. 
b 


ſpeak it without offence, T could even defre that my Breft were ax.q, 


Window that every one might ſee through me and within me; whe- 
'thet my Heart and Soul defireth or ſeeketh any thing elſe beſides the 
advancement of Truth, and the liberty of every Captive, that in an 
meaſure breatheth afcer the living God ; for I am ſure there is a Seed 
that would 4erve the Loxd, did not a hard heart hinder it within, ug 
Pharaoh did without. : 

' . Letme in honeſty of heart reaſon with you a little : What can you 
charge againſt this Ele& Seed ? Who hath it wronged ? Ard whoſg 
Namt hath it defamed?* Or whom bath it betrayed ? Or whoſe Gold, wy 
Silver, or Apparel, hath-it coveted ? Or what good Order hath it broken} 
Or did it ever put any upon the forſaking the Aſſemblies of the Saints} 
Either for fear of ſuffering, or out of ſullenneſs of mind, becanſe of pro 
judice againſt the Perſons of any; or ont of ſighting,contemptuous thoughts, 
either of thoſe that mes or of the Worſhip and Service which they per. 
form ? Nay, Is it not the haſty peeviſh ſpirit that concludes all men are 
hhars 7 becauſe fome are ſo that profeſs the Truth;and therefore (lights 
all in the mind, how fatr ſoever they may ſeem to be to any outward. 
ly. Takeheed of it, for indeed the Enemy works ſecretly to thy 
hurr,while thou letſt in ſuch thoughts and reaſonings ; and I am ſure 
theſe things are not With the conſent and liking of the pure Seed of 


Life, but tothe grief of it, couldfſt thou underſtand its Voice, which 


at preſent is Ropped from thy hearing by the multitude of thy 
Thoughts, Prejudices, Conſultations, and Concluſions, all which make 
thee confident in thy ſelf, that thon doſt well in what thou doſt ; like 
Jonah, who replyed to God, He did well ts be angry, evento Death, 
Oh remember, that when once the Light is put out, and Darkneſs 
takes its place, How great s [that] Darkyeſs 7 As Chriſt ſaid to the 
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Joys. I have 2 travel in my Spirit ar this time for thee, the Lord is 
my Witneſs] lie not;Oh what ſhall-1 do for the poor opprefied Inno 
he Seed, thar lies under the duſt of fleſhly Rubbiſh, as in a Grave 
covered With Earth in thee ? Shall I Cay to thee in the Fear and Name 
of -my God, Ariſe, and come forth ; far why wilt thou dic? aviſe, and 
ſhine, for thy Light #s come, Which doth make manifclt tby Rate z and 
a the Mouncatns (hall melt before thee; and all Clouds thall be ſcat- 
tered, and brightneſs appear in the face of the whole Heavens; and 
inftrad of crnel bondage,that Soul in whom Life ariſcth, ſhall injoy a glori= 
aw L.iberty ; and for grief and heavineſs, the Ol of Joy and Gladneſs ; 
ind for nowrning and ſorrow , the beautiful Garments of Praiſe and 
Thanksgrving : for where the Sprrit of the Lord 15 in Rule and Authors. 
ty, there is Liberty ; and the Lordis that Spirit which ſets free the Soul 
from Death, by breaking the Bands thereof, and ſnapping the Chains 
in (under. All thy Rraitneſs 18 in thy ovn Bowels, by letting in 
Thonghts, Ewnils, Jealouſirs, and Surmiſings,&c. But thou wilt be in- 


| large through thy accepling of Judgement upon all theſe things 


md whatever elſe 1s contrary to the Holy God ; for I am to Preach 
the everlaſting Goſpel to thee this Gay, that thou mayeſt arſe that fitteſt 


i= the Duſt, and ſhew thy ſelf forth, and awakg to Reighteouſntſs thow 
that ſteepeſt, and ſtand np from the Dead, and Chriſt (hall give thee 


. Light and Life ; fot Chriſt Jeſus the Son of Man is this day held 


forch and /if:ed wp unto thee, that thou mayeſ ſee him and be ſaved 
by him, 4 the Serpent was life up in the Wilderneſs to cure all the burts - 
thou received in the Wildernels, and to beal thy back-ſlidings,and love 
thee freely, if yet thou wilt hearken diligently that thy Soul may live ; 
and look up in th Light to him over all thy thoughts, miſcarriages, 
and fears, and fin no more left a worſe thing come upon thee : and for 
the rime to come, owe nothing unto any man but love; and when thou 
art concerted, thou wilt flrengthen thy Brethren, as before thou did 
weaken them by thy evil Example and Converſation, inventing of that 
which will now be thy ſhame, as in the converted ERtate thou abide 
and continueſt, 

I long and travel in my Spirit to (ee the day. rrherein many that 
have been beguiled (like Sampſon) through the cunning craftineſs of 
the wicked One, ſhall he reſtored again ; for why may not the /ong- 

rieved reſiſted Spirit of Grace, yetio ſtrive again, as to give them 
iKory over all that hath captivated ; like the Hair of Sampſon that 
was ſhaven; but grew again, whereby his Rrength returned, that be 
| B 2 ſlew 
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(12) 
flew mare through his death then hr did by bis Life. Surely thoſe tha 
delight to divell inwardly in cloſe! Fellowſhip and Communion wit 
God, are ſenſible of the inany wiles and devices which the Enegy 
uſeth to draw out their minds to.give heed to thoſe vanities Which hg 
on purpoſe ſuggeſteth to make them forſake their own mercies, tens 
dred freely to them in the Lighr of. Jeſus, | 
\- What Bait more likely to rake than the reſemblance of that which 

"the right Innocent Spirit loveth ? As may beſeen in the Serpents be, 
gviling Eve from the ſimplicity of Chriſt, the expreſs Likeneſs and 
Image of God, under a pretence .of bringing her more into ir, as it 
is Written, eAnd ye ſhall be as God, or like unto God, knowing good 
ad evil, which the Apoſtle calls, a begwiling through his ſubiiity, It 
i8g00d abiding with God in the late whereunto Man is called by 
God, and not to remove, until ne is ſure the advance and remove is 
by the ſame God; 

My love to the Seed in all, and readineſs to lend thoſe my hand 


that were fallen, bath procured like judgement. fz9m ſome, as the Jews 


gave againſt Chriſt ;: becauſe he kept company, and eat and drank 
ſometimes with Publicans and Sinners, to ſeek the loſt amongſt tnem; 
but the Jews ſecing his readineſs to Mercy, tryed bim whether he 
would do Juice at all in any caſe, by bringing to him the Woman 
taken in the A& of Uncleanneſs ; which thing all thought ir pro» 
cceded from an evil intent in the Fews, yetit proved an occafion to 
him co manifeſt both Mercy and Juſtice: Mercy upon the Woman, and 
Juſtice upsn her Accuſers, as being faulty Perſons themſelves, and 
therefore not competent and true Witneſſes to be taken in the due 
and right adminiſtration of Juſtice ; which Method Chriſt Rill obſer- 
 veth to meet with forward and malicious Proſecutors, 

I have longed for an opportunity a little to expreſs my Spirit and 
Soul in this Matter. I have been a Man (like Heman) afflicted from 
my Youth up, and few but the Lord hath been acquainted with m 
exerciſes inwardly, though outwardly alſo Ibave bad my ſhare ; an 


indeed having had much forgiven me, and much Love and Mercy , 


ſhewed to me, I cannot but be like minded as I am kept to the Seed 
of Life in my ſelf, for the ſake of which I have been upheld in and 
over all, and What I have felt and ſeen the Father do to me when [ 
have at any time in any thing miſcarried, that do I, or at leaſt ought 
alvayes, and inall things and like caſes to Co toothers ; and when [ 
have not done ſo, Ihave left the-Lord rebuking me for ut, . , 
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T acknowledge from my heart, That in caſes wherein I agree, both 
wiicerning the Diſeaſe, and the danger of it, with others; yet in the 

of Cure, 1 may ſomewhat vary : eſpecially if 1 have laboured 
vader the ſame Temp: ation my ſelf, and remembring what way I was 
tefloted or helped : Some by Corrofives and ſhurp Medicines, Where i 
the caſe js deſperate, may be recovered, and ſome others a{o may be = 
Wand lain, which by a 5kiifvl hand, through the uſe of Leninves 
br Cordials, might have been preſerved. And if Experience ma 
give her vote, I judge ſhe will direct to Loye and Pity, as the mol 
acellent way inthe firſt place, and in ordinary caſes. But wherein 
Ihave miſcarried in being roo mild, and offended any, I hope they 
will forgive me that wrong, as they expe to be forgiven, who have 
axany time miſcarried on the other hand, 
» But if any,on the one hand, have taken incouragement either from 
my ſperking or writing, to {trengthen themſelves in. evil Practices, 
tontrary to the Truth, as it was in the beginning received and held 
forth trom the Light and Spirit of onr Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 1 declare 
inthe holy Name of my God, whom I ſerve with my fpirit in the 
l of his Son, that I never intended any ſuch incouragement, 
Iways intended and endeavoured Peace and Union ; and what- 
trer'mighic proceed at any time, cirher from my Pen or Torigue, was 
otiely to heal and make up Breaches,where any was already made,and 
gever in the leaſt either to make new ones, or the old ones wider. 
And whoever they are that have wrefted my Wordsor Writings to ſuit their 
limonrs aud evil intentions, to binder the proſperity of Truck, and to make 
diſcord among Brethreis, whether in1has Iſle, or the Iſles beyond the Seas, 
they have wronged my words, and the naked intentions of my heart, and 
nilbring upon themſelves miſery and deſtyuftion, if they contunne therein ; 
mich 1 defire may be prevented by the Spirit of Jeſus, making them 
ſenfible of the dangers therein, and to bear the 1ndignation of the Lord, 
keanſe they have ſinned againſt him, unto a thorow change and Refor- 
ation'in them' for the time to come-: And can and do freely for 
give the wrong done unto my particular. 
* On the other hand, if any have conceived Fealouſies intherr mindes, 
nd watched for occaſion againſt the Innocent, oa ee. 4 falſe Fndg- 
Went wpors tb if apprebendies an4 then ſend it abroad as a certain 
thing, on purpoſe to beſpatter the guiltleſs ; ſuch ſhall bear their Fudge» 
ment, whoever they be, , 
4 have often in ſecret confidered what reaſon there ſhould _— 
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ſome Meos Jealoufies, and / could find none more probable then thy 
of Sax/'s againlt David, viz. Becauſe of the | Voices of others) with this 
nore upon it, vis. And Saul cjed David from that day forward. Buy 
whether any thing of like nature or reſemblance hath ever been in 
heart (much leſs endeavoured by me) concerning the leaſt Labowy 
in my Fathers Vineyard; is knowa to the Lord, Ki; 
And 7 appeal to all you that have known me in Bonds and at liber 
ty, amonglt whom / have laboured and been converſant theſe twelyg 
years and upwards, who have known my Doctrine and manner of Lifp, 
"Whether / have ſought ny ſelf, or any thing from you to intich my 
ſelf, but bave gone a Warfare ar my own charge ; and whether / have 
handled the Word deceitfully,but endeavoured always to ſtand approvediy 
Gods preſence, and to be manifeFF to your Conſciences in hu ſight ? And 
whether [ have uſed /zghtreſf among you, io fir up the vain mind tows 
profitable diſcourſes ? Or whether at any time I ſuggeſted jealouſier 
mong ſt you concerning any of the Lords People ? Or to beget « ly 
eſteem in your minds of thoſe that labour 1n the Word + Dotrine of Jeſus 
or whether 7 have ſaught to get entertarument in your affettions, Nay, 
had it been the will of God, could have deſired often, thax,my Meh 
ſage might have been delivered,. and my Face and Perſon have bee 
unknown : As I have often ſaid, ſo again 7 do declare that thokk 
who keepin the feeling Love of God,and honour and reſpec his Spi 
titin themſelves, let ſuch ſo kept (if they can) diſ-reſpeft che. Mink 
fters of Life and Peace, Beat with me, if / uſe'plainnets in this maj 
xer,: for it is for no other end but to anſiver the g2od in all, avdihs 
the Goffel might have a free paſſage in all hearts and Conſcicnces, whents 
ever itis oubliſhed, either through this Veſlel, or any other. whon 
the Lord ſhall uſe ; and that an open door may be mixiitred through'd 
'the Churches of Chriſt, for the Word of Eternal Life to enter into tham, 
from henceforth ard for ever. 


I labour and am pained. in Spitit, until all Baxds le broken, and al 


the Hearts and Minds of thoſe .convinced be opened and prepared 44 


Bride for her Hucband, that none may be found fooliſh Virgins, cone 
tenting themſelves with the words and talk of Truth, /ike Ol wn the 
Lawp oxcly,; which will go out and be conſumed, if the Seed of Truth 
wichiq be, got dayly fele, 4 Oy/ in the Veſſels, to keep yotſt Lamps bute 
wang, aQ9t your Lyghr ſhining, that men may ſee your good Work 
and gforihe the 


. 


/ 


od of your Salvation, ; a 
- Ibeſcech ou, Fiiends and Brethren) to ſuffer the word of Exhort6« 
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Jay to prevail with you, unto a thorow Examination of your own 
geatts; with the Light of the Goſpel of: Feſws, whether you have kept. 


the Truth, as declared and practiſed in the beginning ; or you have: 


wfeted 16fs in your ivvard man, and find decays ot Love to God, 
ind'6f Zeal for his Truth upon Earth, I know right-well that 4 good 
tindition may be eaſily loſt, but hardly recovered ; Examine thy ſelt whe» 
ther thou deliphteft thy ſelf now as much as at firſt thou didſt in Cons 
aiton with God and bus People : Are the Aﬀemblies of his Children 
dear to thee as ever they Were ? If nor, ſeek ourthe cauſe, and let 
pretence blind thy minde from a diligent attending thereupon, but 
» to the Seed in thy ſelf, which thinkgih no ill, mich leſs doth any, 
din that thou wilt feel the benefit of Communion with Gods Peo- 
and wile be bound up together with them, as in the bundle of 
1 and a bundle is not eafily broken and ſhattei'd, 2s particularg«. 
art are : Search whether thou haſt kept thy Garments clean from bein 
d with the ſprit of this World, building again in thy ſelf that «hich 
wer thou deſtroyed in others : If Riches increaſe, ſet not thy heart on thems, 
which' they will eaſily get, if thou be not watchful and diligent in 
kepins thy heart and mind cloſe unto the Lord, and his Truth in the 
award parts : For the love of Money is the Root of all evil (as it is Wiit= 


"Take often a view of the Truth, as it was in the beginning, and 
what effe& and operation it had upon thee, when thou waſt firlt con» 
vinced ; how /ow, how meek, how poor in Spirit, and bumble in heart 
ad minde ? making thee to eſteem every one better then thy ſelf, ſeeing 
mdknowing more evil in thy ſelf, and in that nature by which thou 
mſta Child of wrath, then in all the Wo1ld beſide (as in thy Eye at 


that day) and ſurely experience ſheweth unto the Watchful, that 


that nature is the ſame, and will be bringing forth the ſame Fruits 

in, if it be not maſtered and xuled over by the Pure and Divine ; 
Mich made the Apolile ſay after his Converſion, That in him, that 
to ſay, in bis Fleſh, was no good thing : Which quickened ſtate made 
the poor Diſciples cry out as guilty Perſons, though clear from the 
it, Maſter it I? Irit I? Whilſt ſeared Fudms rakes no notice of 
aparticulat intimation given him by Chriſt concerning himſelf, who 
told him plainly, He that dipped bis Finger with bins inthe diſh ſhould 
titrey bims, of which his hard heart took no notice. Again, Art thou 
weareful to keep the Truth without blame, as at the beginning ; and as 
ready to reſtore the fallen, and to cover the nakedneſs of thy Brother, _ 
Y | Il | ? 
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an evileye, and Ho ; np ER 
ing thens great and hainons miſcarriages, being glad of them, to d 

thoſe phomohet boſt a mind ta defawe 3 and v4 u0- natice of _ 
wiſcarriages in others whom then reſpetteſt,, and wenldſt have well th 

of ? Durit thou dothug in the beginning, When thou waſt firſt cop, 
vinced, and the lively quickning Spirit ruled in thee, keeping thy 
ſpiritual ſenſes always exerciſed, to diſcern between Good, and Enil; 


Thus let every ove try themſelves with the meaſure of Tiuth,. tha 


they may ſee whether they have kepr to it as it wa$ in the beginning, 
But you that have kept your Habitations with God, and cloſe uaty 
the Truth, as it was in the beginning ; Bleſs the Lord for his Good, 
neſsunto you : for if be had notkept you, you had run out,and milcy, 
Aegicd a3 Well as others ; for your de not bear the Root, but the Reot jm, 
And hoiv knovy you, but you: have been ſpared for ſuch a time as thig 
like Queen Eſther, to attend the Kings preſence, that you may k 
inftruments to.divert the Evil Purpoſes of. the Enemy of the Haly 
Seed; and that many, fallen into their ſnares and temptations, 
the ſpirit of meckne(s in you(vho Rand by faich)might be reftored,ty 
the making of you ſhine more glorioufly.:»the firmament.of Gods 
through the converting of many from the evil of their way : And ble 
ſhall you be of the Lord, who are found diligent in this Work, Far 
this is my Teſtimony for the Lord this day, That avother Goſpel he 
vever be preached to gather Men and Women to God, for it is the eualy 
ſting Goſpel ; and thoſe which know it to be the Goſpel of their Salue: 
ton, can ſay that there is more then a bare Opinion or 4;fferas 
Fudgement between them and others that do not believe in the Light 
within, that Lgbteth every man that cometh into the World, to be ſuſls 
cient to lead to God, through Chriſt, from whom it comes ; andity 
porhble for one that once knew the Truth in meaſure,and after depyl» 
red from it, ta think as ſlightly of the Truth, as thoſe that never kyenit, 
It was not Dives but Lazarwe, in the Parable, that bad paſſed through 
the Gulf, that knew the difficulty of the paſſage into Abrahams Bo, 
ſome, while Dives thonght the way paſſable at pleaſure, This. Go 
ſpe! muſt more and more ſpread and ſhine in its Glory and Beauty, 
until the Man of Sin be fully diſcovered in all minds and hearts, that 
the Kingdoms of this World may become the Lords and bus, Chriſts, | 
Whatever hath fallen out, or (hall yet be ſuffered to come to pall 
to obiituR and hinder the work of this Goſpel, ſhall in the copclulih 
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> brordered of God to work together ' ity advancement, as if ſuch 
things had never been : Fot hoſe Flemes of Fire which are and ſhall 
be rendred pon thoſe that obey not the Goſpel, ſhall make thole that are 
ified through obedience thereunto, the more glatifie God: And 
the pariſhing ot others through Unbelief, ſhall make ttoſe that are 
faved through Faich, the mote to admire the Riches of Gods Love and 
Mercy unto them, L 
Therefore ariſe thow that fitteſt in the Duſt, end ſing forth the high 
Praiſes of God, and come forth of the Pit, and out cf the Priſon-houſe, 
and ſhew thy ſelf forth, ſor the day of Gods Mercy is ceme, wven the ſet 
pave 10 pity Zion that mourned in the Duſt becauſe God had forſaken her, 
And thou rhat fraksſt thy ſelf like a man of War, -and rejoyceſs like a 
Giant tornmn bis race; notWithlianding the florms and winds, clouds 
- and mitts that may ſeem to interpoſe, thou ſhalt jet ſing in the beights 
Zion; and for thy ſake am /ſtirred in ſpirit, that all bonds may 
broken, and all weights and burthens laid aſide, aid the yoke of (Chriſt 
on every neck, that with one Shoulder we may all draw inthe 
work of the Lord, until the fallow ground of Peoples Hearts (where- 
en groweth the Bryars and Thorns ) be plowed wp,that the Seed of the 
Kingdom may ſprout and grow in them alſo, until the Nations be- 
came like the Garden of Eden, and the Mountain of the Houſe of the 
Lord be on the top of all Moni t zins, that the Nations of them that are 
d may flow unto it for ever, Amen. 
> Now J have a feiv words unto you Sons and Daughters of Men, 
into whoſe hands this Teſtimony may come, of what Judgement or 
"Perſvafion ſo ever you are; and itis, by way of Advice, to take 
heed that you harden not your hearts againſt the Truth, becauſe of 
my miſcarriages in thoſe that do profeſs it: Ir is no new thing for 
Muda to betray bis Maſter, and a Demas to embrace this preſent 
World, nor for all Aſia to trrn afide for a time, Remember thou art 
doing the ſame thing daily (and kno'it it not)in thy heart & ſpirit, 
wink the irivings of Gods good Spirit in thy own Boſome : Re- 
meinber that Sarah's laughing at the Angels Meſſage, was rebnked 
bythe Angel ; and Hagar was calt out with'her Son for his offence, 
- Fho mocked Iſaac after he was born, which by the ApoRile is called 
PERSECUTION ; ſaying, As he that was born af: er the Fliſh (re- 
fening to Iſhmael) perſecmted him that was born after the Spirit, (re- 
ferting to /ſaac ) ſort ## vow, I know many Profeſſors, and others, 
' ae as dig with expectation n——__ the donnfal of the Quakers: 
| ({o 
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(fo called) and the Truth which they profeſs, as Rebecka was with. - 


ber Twins; and as ignorant of the-Quakers bottom and foundation, ' 
” as ſhe was of the meaning of their (tnving in her Womb, until the 
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enquired of the Lord, as it is written, Therefore take heed of 
ſpeaking evil of things ye know not, leſt you render your ſelves 
more like Beaſts then Men, in ſo coing. Say nor, as thoſe Mockerg 


| did, there ts the Promiſe of bu comr g ? Where 1s that Perfe&tion 


you ſpeak of, and thar Union you glory in ? Ge. left your bard: be. 
oome ſtro»g, 


The D-&trine of PerfeAion doth hand, 2nd ſhall Rand for ever, | 


which the Quakers aſſerted ; for they never athgned any particular 
man utito the World, as lodging it there ; but Chriſt the promiſed 
Seed, and thoſe that abide in him : and ſuch the Scripture taith fn- 
neth not, b:cauſe in Him is no ſin, The Quakers aflerted Perfettiog 
attainabl: through Gods Grace, and that every Chriſtian ought ſo to 
believe, in detipice of the Dewls Enmity ; which Prictis and Pio- 
teſſors oppoſed : And this was the quettion between us and them, 
and not whether this or that particular man hath attained it. And 
ſo it ands firm and ſafe, notvithianding what the evil Eye doth 
or can ſpy out againlt-it. | h 

"For the Union we ſpeak of with God, and one with another,we ne« 
ver placed-it in the Name or outward Form only,but in the Light of 
Chriſt ; not talked of, but walkedin : Bur if any convinced of the 
Light of Chriſt, ſay they have fellowſhip with 191n him, and yet walk, 
in darkneſs, they lit, and do not the Truth : for no lie 1s of the Truth, 
and their practice is a ſufficient evidence to convit them witheut 
any farther tryal : for,according to Chrifts DoQrine,the remaining 
of (in is a ſufhcient conviction of Blindneſs, as he ſaid to the Jews, 


Becauſe you ſay you ſee, therefore your ſin remains, &c. but all that 


walk in the Light, as hes in the Light, have fellowſhip one with ant 
ther, We never aſſerted, that all convinced muſt needs be conver- 
red, nor that all converted mult needs always keep in that Rate, and 
could never depart from it; but that every ones ſafety was in keep- 
mg to the Grace, whereby they ſhould know how the Grace kept 


4. them, as it is written, Hereby we know that we know him, if we key 


his Commandments ; and it is b1t our reaſonable ſervice that we 
ſhould do as much for God as we have done for the Dzvil ; as iti 
written, Rom,6.19, As ye have yeilded your Members ſervants to ut 
r:ghteauſneſs, even ſo-yield your Members ſervants to righteouſneſs, on 
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* Wow this hath beer-done unto the motions of Luſt within, may eaſily 
be known;even ſo may the motions of the good Spirit within, be known 
and yeilded unto, which is bur moſt juſt mgizqual. So that the Union 
with God, and one with another,in the Lighc of Jeſus Chriſt, amongſt 
all that abide-and walk in it, (tands as firm as ever it did, between the 
fairhfuland watchful in ſpirit : For we never held out a Fellowſhip and 
Communion betiveen E:ght and Darkneſs, nor between Good and Evil ; 
but i» the Good onely, Therefore your hopes and expectations (hall be 
abortives, and your ejes (hall fa1l1» yoxr holes, who look-to ſee your de- 
' fires accompliſhed upon the Truth, and Children of it, Therefore as your , 
love your oivn Souls, ceaſe ſuch thoughts and expettations ; for you will 
but harden your bearts the more thereby, and be di/appoinred at laſt : Bur 
bow your necks unto the yoke of Chriſt, which will convey you to the 1r#e 
Reſt for your Sons, and ſheiy unto you (as in the Light you believe) the 
end of all your o5ſervations,and carnal ordinances, and beggarly elements, 
to the rexding the Vail off your Fearts, which will remain and continue 
-until Chriſt be wicneſſed, the ſum and ſubliance of all things to-you,and 
in you, throngh the application-of hs holy Spirit, and not through any 
imagination or traditional credulity in your ſelves, 

A few Words to you little Children, that are ready to be troubled 1n your 
winds, becauſe of the proſperity of the Wicked, and your awn irals increa- 
firg up9x you, and it may be ſuch as you never expeed tommeeriwithaly | 
faying within your ſelves, Fave / forſaken altthat is near and dear to me | 

| this World to embracethe Truth? And bave I left all otber Societies and 
Fellowſhips, to come into the Fellowſhip of Trmth, expetiing I ſhould never 
heve found thoſe profeſſing the ſame Truth with me, and ſuch as were con- | 
wmared before me,to differ among themſelves ; or that ever ſuch Fruits [hyuld | 
| 
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have bren Lrowght forth by anythat profeſs the Truth 3 Nay, ſaith ſome ' 
weak one, { would have thought hardly of ſuch inthe time of my profeſſion, 
@ wat fit for the Fellowſhip Ithenwasin, I know the Enemy tempts chee 
ſore, ſometinges by raiſing dowbts un thy 1nd, whether it bz Trath or no, 
which thou haſt received, and ſuffered for ; bur after alittle combating 
Mich him about this, thou ſhakett him off, as-thar Lyar which from the | 
beginning thou waft-troubled with : Burtben he comes upon thee afreſh | 
With a new aſſault, to juſtifie thu man, and to-condemn the other , and to | 
take part with chis- thing, and to condemn the other; which dottt 
bewilder thy-mind, and darken thy underſtanding, that thow art at a 
What t& do, ſometimes kking; tnd ſometimes diflik;ngs thisand the 
aber thing ; the. Eneng ſuggeſting to thee, that thou kadit better never 


xeceived. 
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reiycd the Triths And thou bo (ſaith the Eromy within) what thas 
heft gott ex through all thy bardſhips and ſufferings, more trowble, vexationg 
and'd ſqwintmen of ſpyrit thewever they knewſt before : Thou revolving mx 

fomeuntes tofit #11], andto'meddle no more, and never -to-.cometn® 
Meetings with Gods People 2g1in, but ro paſs away thy time with ag | 
 , lirtle trouble to thee as thou cant, thicking ſomygtimes to take thig. 
caurſe, avd ſometimes the other,-to get. eaſe to thy mind, or elſets / 
mt tirn/away thy days in forrolv, 

” >. 1 havethis40 ſay to thee,' thou-paor Soul, Kerep. thy own Habitation 

: , mab God, inthe meaſure of his Grace commutited to thee, and meddic un © 

*, with other mens matters,nezther thoſe that are given to chavge ; but ſhut at,, 

* all ibat would interrupt thy communion with God, and wth his People, that 
heep their minds ont of firife, and that follow thoſe things which are of goed? 
report, and which make for peace ; theſe things follow, and keep in love mth” 
all thoſe that love the Truth, and are tender of ty and ſeek, tts advances | 
went above all ; who have 10 end'to ſelf, nor tathis World, nor the thingiof 
it; but unto Purity and Holineſs, anda cloſe walking with God in Sp:;rity. 
and thy temptations will wear away, and thoſe broken Bones ſhall be ſet again ; 
unto 4 firmer #nion with God, and his Truth and Peefle, then ever thig waſt 
1n before : and then the brokgn Bones ſhall rejazce, aad theu-conclude, that in. 
faithfulneſs God hath ſuffered thez to be tryed, that thou mayſt learn obedin 
ence by all thou haſt ſuſfered, and alſo to wnderſiand that it was to make this. 
abbor thy ſelf more th e 1 ever than coulte/t have done, bad not theſe rhings | 
befallen thee ;- that with Job thu naayft attain to a knowledge of God beyind 
phe heating of the Ear ; which mill reward thee dawble for. allrby. ſufferings 
and trials, and maks theekgtp cloſe witothe Lind, mull to tht. fellowſhipe 
$ ants fer ever, that thronghsby-experiences many Wanderers may be com 
verted to Gol,cr tbr (lf eftablibbetio bi bleed Truth for ever, C& beceml 
# Pillar in Gods hovſe, and go no mwe fati b, but be found $0.ibe praiſe of thy 
robes of thy glory of his gracegwbrſe mereres (wile thou ſ4)) endure for even, 
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' "Thus havidg fniſhed my ſhmoop31 thisieneyin yirblulneſs to God, and Y 
the ple I 


requiring hw at plajnne*? was plext'd to brig e mgs co my remembrand 
defi g roatefwer rhe leaſt £007! itt alſhearrs & conſtierices 5'bue nor to rey 
the evitwilt of any, nor co-pleaſe the thinds of the uvſteble muritude, whert 
Profeſſys 5, ar Profane, krowing he one {ort (like rhe Zews) will ty Ho/anigt. 
fas and crucgfie him fo MATTY ; god the other, hike the Barbarians, who ſally 
ime condluced the Bpoffit 4'Myilefer, and pie (eptly.changed'cheir \ a 
£44 henvar #06 ! For Lam'inore a free man theriroſacritice'my jul Liberty. 
=lp mowhienon Loa abies eg en oye /orC OR 
my duty co. Gott, ax ro b a'th of, 0 Lord Feſta Rath reſpett 56 top 
ſ-ns.; burih I A YOITEY iAL.of bf frp-whot Spoopt : bleſfec rats p 
AM4SN. THE END. | 
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